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MINUTES 
BIKE, PEDESTRIAN, AND TRAILS COMMISSION 

June 29, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Matt Gworek called the virtual meeting to order at 6:10 pm on June 29, 2020. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

BPTC Members:  Matt Gworek, Chairperson 
Laurie Loeb, Member 
Meg Plumb, Member 
Michael Gorman, Member 
Niki Delson, Member 
Ian Edlind, Member (Late) 
 

Town Staff Present: Kevin Schorzman, Staff Liaison 
Ben Bohmfalk, Board of Trustees Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards and Commissions Clerk 

  

CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Meg moved to approve the Bike, Pedestrian, and Trail 
Commission meeting minutes from June 1, 2020.  Michael seconded the motion, 
and it was unanimously approved.  
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA 
There were no persons present, not on the agenda, to address the Commission. 
 
UPDATE FROM KEVIN: 8th STREET 
Kevin has been in communication with Chloe Ward from Alta Planning + Design 
(Alta) concerning progress on the 8th Street project.  To date, Alta has received over 
200 respondents to the survey (more than twice the number received concerning the 
single-hauler trash conversion) and will begin developing alternatives over the next 
month.  They are hoping that they can organize some outdoor small-group meetings 
to get feedback on the alternatives and they still need to find a way to coordinate 
outreach with specific user-groups.  Although the project is behind schedule, there 
is not much that can be done to rectify the situation. Kevin also mentioned that they 
have ordered tubular markers, so if there is a desire to lay out the alternatives on the 
street, they will have the ability to do so. 
 
UPDATE FROM BEN: MAIN STREET 
Currently, there is one-way traffic on Main Street between 3rd and 4th Streets during 
the weekdays to provide greater opportunity for restaurant outdoor seating; there is 
a full street closure on weekend evenings.  Because there has been some pushback 
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from business owners along that portion of the street, a BOT Special Meeting has 
been scheduled for Tuesday, June 30th to consider revising that closure.  The current 
proposal is to maintain normal two-way traffic during the day and have a full street 
closure every night beginning at 4 pm. The street has been painted to reflect the 
expanded spaces, and each business will have to define that space (but won’t need 
to use the heavy barriers that were previously marking the spaces. 
 
Questions/Comments: 
Matt applauded the process of trying something and asked if it would have worked if 
all the businesses had been supportive. 
 
Ben indicated that if all the businesses in that block re-opened, it would have been a 
cool concept.  He also said that there was a lack of feedback from businesses in the 
surrounding blocks. 
 
Laurie added that some strategies need to be employed to make it safer.  She has 
observed people riding their bikes through the closed-off area and noted that there 
isn’t signage instructing bikers to dismount on the 4th Street side.  She went on to 
say that the detour signage is also inadequate, and what signage is there is dumping 
a lot of cars, as well as big trucks, onto Garfield Avenue. 
 
Niki suggested that if not enough energy was given to the vision, it may have 
translated into a lack of buy-in by business owners on that block. 
 
Michael agreed with Laurie on the lack of bike signage but wondered about those 
cyclists that are trying to pass through with traffic. 
 
Ben indicated that the updated configuration would mirror that of First Friday, so it 
should eliminate the bike issue. 
 
Meg noted that if there were more bike racks installed, it would also reduce the 
number of bikes.  There are currently not many good places to leave your bike. 
 
Kevin responded that Public Works has held off on installing the summer bike racks 
because it has been such a dynamic situation and they didn’t want to move the racks 
numerous times. 
 
CONSIDER BPTC COMMUNICATION TO TRUSTEES REGARDING COVID-19 
Matt opened this topic by asking:  

1) Does the BPTC feel strongly about communicating with the BOT? and 
2) If so, which draft should it be? 

 
Meg said that she wrote the second draft as she reflected on the broader BPTC goals 
and how long it takes to make things happen.  She wondered if it would be better to 
re-frame any BOT communication to address long-term positive change like 8th 
Street.  Given the situation on Main Street, temporary changes to the traffic patterns 
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aren’t always readily accepted, and it may be better to help the BOT focus on 
deficiencies throughout Carbondale. 
 
Laurie agreed with Meg and didn’t think it was an appropriate time to approach the 
BOT with new requests. 
 
Niki pointed out that since the BOT meetings have been virtual, she has been able 
to follow them regularly.  One thing that she realized was that there are a lot of 
different viewpoints, especially when talking about the possibility of change.  She 
reiterated that for many people, it is difficult to adequately social distance on many 
of the town streets because the sidewalks are only 2 ½ feet wide, and at times the 
Rio Grande Trail is so busy it is a less popular option.  She would like to stick to the 
vision of age-friendly/bike/pedestrian access and safety. 
 
Michael agreed, but would lean toward submitting the second letter if it was decided 
to do so.  He pointed to the example of the Entrance to Aspen where several streets 
are only open to local traffic as one option for mitigating vehicular traffic. 
 
Ian asked how the street closures would expand the pedestrian area.  Matt replied 
that that detail hasn’t been fleshed out yet, but one possibility would be to use 
physical barriers to create a bike/pedestrian lane next to the existing sidewalk.  Ian 
agreed that while this might not be something to tackle given the current Covid 
situation, it was a worthy long-term view. 
 
Niki pointed out that east of the library there isn’t any parking allowed on the south 
side of Sopris and that it would be a great place to add a bike lane. 
 
Laurie reminded the Commission members that there isn’t any off-street parking in 
much of downtown Carbondale and that eliminating street parking would be a 
hardship for many residents. 
 
Matt explained that this topic was introduced in April/May when the Covid protocols 
were more restrictive.  He conceded that the situation doesn’t seem quite as dire 
now, but there remains a need for adequate social-distancing space for Carbondale’s 
vulnerable population.  He also pointed out that there have not been any bold 
changes in the seven or eight years he has been keeping track of bike/pedestrian 
issues.  He wondered if that may be reflective of the fact that the Trustees don’t 
perceive any urgency on bike/pedestrian/trail topics. 
 
Ben indicated that this topic is worth pursuing, especially if the vulnerable population 
doesn’t feel safe on the trails.  He did suggest thoughtfully identifying key areas that 
could be expanded to provide more space for Carbondale’s vulnerable population; 
with a narrower focus a case could be made, albeit with targeted intervention. 
 
Meg explained that if Alta proposes temporary changes to 8th Street, she wants 
people to be primed for that.  She would really like the 8th Street process to be well 
received, potentially creating a domino effect through town. 
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Matt was agreeable to not sending either letter to the BOT.  He is willing to work with 
the BOT and Kevin to continue to press for change.  He would also like to work with 
CAFCI to pick specific areas that could provide adequate socially distant space for 
walking. 
 
Ben cautioned the Commission members to be realistic about what the TOC can 
realistically do for added space. 
 
PLAN FOR RECEIVING FEEDBACK ON THE WHEEL CIRCLE PEDESTRIAN 
PATH 
Matt opened the topic by asking what the best way was to get feedback on the Wheel 
Circle pedestrian path and make a recommendation that’s meaningful to the trail 
infrastructure in Carbondale. 
 
Ben reminded the Commission members that the TOC Attorney needs to look at the 
plat before it goes out for public input. 
 
Kevin added that there are several ways to interpret the plat language and if the 
BPTC feels it is important they should engage both those people that want it and 
those people that would be affected by it.  Ultimately, a judge may need to decide. 
 
Matt wondered if it might end up creating a problem by promising something the 
Town can’t provide. 
 
Ben reiterated that he felt strongly that this is something the BPTC should fight for. 
 
Matt agreed to put it on September’s agenda—he wants to reserve August’s meeting 
for 8th Street. 
 
Ben pointed out that this could be included as part of the 8th Street process. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Matt announced that Darren has resigned from the BPTC.  His business has kept 
him from attending many meetings, and he doesn’t realistically see that changing.  
Matt pointed out that that leaves one vacancy for a full member and two for 
alternates. 
 
Ben brought up that stairs may be installed within the RFTA right-of-way next to the 
Satank bridge.  He has been following the conflict between an adjacent property 
owner and RFTA, but RFTA received a favorable judgment from a Federal judge and 
has issued a cease-and-desist order to the property owner. 
 
Matt is continuing work on a handbook for the BPTC meetings and hopes to have it 
compiled soon. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
The June 29, 2020, regular meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. The next regular 
meeting is scheduled for August 3, 2020, at 6:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


